
opportunity
“The power of a cultural district 

is that it’s walkable, identifiable, 

and provides entertainment, 

economic opportunity, and 

community activity in a 

manageable area.”

“Cultivating Natural Cultural Districts,” 

the Rockefeller Foundation report, 
September 2007

In a progressive, thriving 

community:

Áartists and craftsmen live, 

work and flourish

Ácommunity members 

benefit and are active and 

engaged

Ábusinesses develop and 

prosper

Áa new vitality and purpose 

are established

“I think the whole 

Northeast community 

wants to keep the area’s 

gritty ambiance and 

working-class 

sensibility… but for this 

to work we also need to 

be attractive to a broad 

base of serious art 

buyers. Those two ideas 

have to go forward 

together”

a NE property owner 

speaks out at a Northeast 

Minneapolis Arts 

Association (NEMAA) focus 
group

In a progressive, thriving community:

Ácommunity members, artists, and 

local businesses work and play 

together, share ideas and space, 

and support and spark each other

Ábusiness, personal, and creative 

linkages develop that energize and 

transform the local economy

Ácreativity is an intrinsic part of the 

communityõs language, problem-

solving, and way of life

Áan arts district is created that 

attracts visitors and art buyers who 

want to experience the arts, soak up 

the ambience, and be a part of the 

cultural experience

connectivity



“Sustainable development 

must now encompass this 

criteria: the 

environmental, economic, 

and sociopolitical needs of 

the present are met without 

compromising the ability 

of future generations to 

meet their own needs.”

World Commission on 

Environment and Development 
(WCED), 2005

In a progressive, thriving 

community:

Ágreen building techniques are 

understood and utilized

Ápermanent affordability is built 

into housing developments

Áa sustainable local economy is a 

priority in community development

Áthe communityõs history and 

values are seen as a key to its long -

term viability

Áhistorical buildings are revitalized 

and respected 

sustainability

In a progressive, thriving 

community:

Á revolutionary thinking becomes 

a new paradigm for community 

development

Ábusiness, personal, and creative 

linkages develop that move 

beyond the local economy and 

catalyze the city and the region

Áopportunity, connectivity, and 

sustainability become community 

exports

Á the community becomes a 

demonstrable model for the city, 

the region, and the world

Áa fuse is lit

transformation
“The evidence is strong. For 

the past quarter century, 

cultural assets and 

neighborhood revitalization 

have been linked to one 

another. The goal should be to 

nurture grass-roots districts, 

remove impediments that 

prevent them from achieving 

their potential, and provide 

the resources they need to 

flourish. These self-organized 

districts are a gift to any 

city...”

“Housing markets and social 

capital: The role of participation, 

institutions, and diversity in 

neighborhood transformation.” 

(University of Pennsylvania Social 

Impact of the Arts Project, 2005.)


